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Mr. Secretary, my name is Roger Colbert and I serve as the President of the Missouri Association of the
FSA County Office Employees. I have worked for FSA for 18 years, the first 10 were as a County
Supervisor/Farm Loan Manager and since 1997, as County Executive Director. On behalf of our
employees I welcome you to the Show-Me state. Thank you for coming and allowing opportunities for
input into the 2007 Farm Bill.

As the 2007 Farm Bill rapidly approaches, we encourage our FSA leadership work with Congress in
allowing FSA to be the lead agency in the delivery of the USDA farm programs. FSA and its predecessors
have clearly demonstrated successful delivery of some 45 different programs, including but not limited
to; commodity, price support, conservation, farm loans, livestock assistance, and disaster programs. In
discussions on the new Farm Bill, we hope our agency's record of performance and investment in
technology is not overlooked. Our contributions should include the CIS and GPS mapping system as
well as the most complete and detailed database of producer names, addresses, email addresses and
phone numbers of any agency. These tools would seemingly facilitate working with Homeland Security,
Animal ID, and other disaster related programs. We already have the capability of quick response to work
with the FBI, the Department of Homeland Security, APHIS and other law enforcement agencies to
monitor and protect our land, its bounty, livestock and the water systems in place.

Changes have occurred in our agriculture industry and more changes will come and more rapidly than in
the past. FSA has changed in the past and can continue to adapt as proven by the past performance of
the Can Do agency. It is our goal to be a part of the change. We have implemented eGov initiatives and
programs, use producer's email to deliver electronic newsletters and encourage the producers to use
eDCP and eLDP. If permitted and encouraged, employees as taxpayers could be positive participants in
the changes ahead.

Despite all the changes, we all serve the same public. You want the best service possible for our
producers and that is our goal as well. We must have access to the same technology in Memphis
Missouri that is available in Memphis Tennessee. We aren't there yet. Until then, producers must have
access to us in order to access the programs Congress authorizes.

Mr. Secretary, I am extremely proud of the work we do and honored to be employed by an agency
founded 70 years ago. There is no more rewarding or valuable job than that of helping others. I sincerely
believe in the high quality of service FSA provides because of the high quality of employees who
preserve despite distractions or hurdles. Thank you for working today to build a better tomorrow for
American agriculture.

Sincerely,

-K
RogerjSolbert
MASCOE President 2005/2006
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